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FROM THE HEADTEACHER 
I hope that you all managed to have some quality rest 
and relaxation time over the half term break and that 
batteries have been re-charged for this half term as we 
lead up to Christmas. This is always a busy time in the 
school year and there are a number of events coming up 
that I do hope you are able to join. These include the 
Quiz and Chips evening on November 28th and the joint 
Schools Carol Service at 7pm on 16th December in St 
Johns Church. 
 
I have introduced a number of new initiatives this term 
that I hope will further improve the way in which we work 
positively with both students and parents. The 
Headteachers Commendations have proved very 
popular with those students nominated by each Head of 
Department. Every Friday breaktime I meet with the 
group of 5 or 6 students put forward for having achieved 
a high standard of work or applied extra effort in that 
particular subject. I have really enjoyed hearing first 
hand about their successes and reward them with 
biscuits and squash and send a letter home.  
 
The questionnaires sent out to Year 7 Parents regarding 
transition from Primary School to ourselves indicate that 
you are happy with the way in which your son/daughter 
has settled into the school this term. This is down to 
good teamwork between staff in the school and Katie 
Utting- our Parent Support Advisor. There are always 
ways in which we can improve this and I would value 
any further comments or outstanding questionnaires 
being returned to the school office. I am delighted to tell 
you that John Robinson in Year 7 has just been selected 
(from a field of 600 students) to dance with the London 
Childrens Ballet. They are performing Snow White in 
Saddlers Wells in April- what an experience! Well done 
John. 
 
Revd David Jackson has been meeting our Year 7 
students during Form Time and leading discussions 
based on our Themes for the Week. This has brought a 
new dimension to our work as the only Church of 
England High School in the County and I am looking 
forward to developing this vital part of life at Sancroft. 
I am delighted that our Bishop, The Right Revd David 
Atkinson will be our Guest Speaker at the Leavers 
Evening later on this month. 

My thanks go to my Deputy, Gordon Lascelles for his 
work in co-ordinating such a wonderful Commissioning 
Service for me at St Johns Church on Monday morning 
with the our Bishop.  The students, as always, played a 
key role in the service and I was very proud of the 
singers, readers and those who led the prayers. 
Readers:  John Robinson, Jake Ellener, Joshua Harper. 
Prayers:  Sarah Robinson, Daniel Creed, Lydia 
MacFarlane, Naomi Ash-Lameer. 
Singers:  Sophie Pepperell, Charlotte Campbell, Polly 
McDaniel. 
 
This week I have been showing a number of prospective 
parents around the school, as well as one of the Senior 
Advisors from Norfolk Childrens Services. They 
commented very favourably on the conduct of students 
both in and between lessons, the sense of pride that the 
students have in the school and the happy atmosphere. I 
was particularly pleased to hear parents comment on the 
tidiness of the site - this is a credit to Mark Kerrison, our 
Acting Caretaker, and his team of cleaners. 
 
I have been looking at ways in which we can further 
develop good communications with Parents and would 
like to remind you that the Student Diaries can be used 
to write notes for Teachers or Form Tutors. Thank you 
for your continued support. The next edition of The 
Recorder will be published on December 14th. 
 
News from FOTASHS 
Quiz and Chips Evening on the 28th of November. 
Attached to the recorder is the booking form. If you are 
planning to join in the fun this year and add to the 
competition, please complete the form and send it in to 
the school office with a cheque payable to FOTASHS. 
Forms need to be in by the 23rd of November. 
Up date on projects: At the moment we are holding on 
to the money we raised from the Grand Draw towards a 
canopy over the Quad, as we are not sure on how this 
project will progress. Originally, we were combining the 
money raised by FOTASHS with money from the school 
budget. However, the money from the budget had to be 
spent on something else. We are currently considering 
other projects at the school, which may need our help. 
We will let Friends know as soon as possible. Thank you 
to all who have helped us raise money so far.   
Tania McDaniel (Chair FOTASHS) 
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Congratulations! 
The following students have received Bronze Awards for 50 
Credits: 
Tom Godbold 9Ls, Megan Loane 9El, Joanna Colman 9Mc,  
Zoe Schofield 9Mc, Troy Skilton 9Ls. 
Holly-Anne Smith 8Pg, Charlotte Griffin 8Pg, Toby Bond 8Pg 
Taya Ballard 8Pg. 
Antony Burlton 7Fw, Many-May Smith 7St, Nicky Moss 7Pe, 
Katie Dade 7Fw, Iain Symon 7Pe, Sophie Pepperell 7Fw, 
Kira Wooltorton 7Fw, Hannah Ritchie 7Gd. 
 
Gold Learning Challenge Medals for improving equipment 
organisation: 
Tom Campbell 9Be 
Nicky Moss 7Pe 
 
Gold Learning Challenge Medals for improving detail in 
work: 
James Hall 9Mc 
 
Mrs. Dolan 
 
A Reminder about Jewellery and Make-up  
Could parents please help emphasise the following 
rules: 
Jewellery:     2 flat studs and a watch. No bracelets or 
rings. 
Make-up:     Discrete eye make-up is acceptable.  No 
eye shadow, glitter or bright colours. 
 
Nat West Bank  – is now fully operational in school and 
is currently being run by the following students: Dan 
Creed, Naomi Ash Lameer, Max Sharp, Henry Crofts, 
Troy Skilton, Tom Godbold and Jake Seaman (pictured 
below with Suzanne Tooke of Nat West Bank in Diss). 
Any student wishing to open a “real” bank account with 
Nat West or wanting to pay into a Nat West account can 
do so on Wednesday lunchtime in school. If anyone has 
any questions regarding the school bank they can 
contact the Nat West bankers named above or Mr. Ball, 
Mrs. Mott or Kate Nichols at school.             Kate Nichols 

 

 
 
Year 11 students  - Please remember to receive your 
EMA payments (Education Maintenance Allowance), 
you will need a bank or building society account and the 
evidence to prove it (for example, an account statement 
or payment book). If you haven’t opened a bank account 
yet, EMA is a good reason to get one.  
 
 

 
Nat West Prize  - Nat West have donated a £15.00 
i-tunes voucher, (a big thank you to Barbara Norris 
from Nat West for donating)!!! All you have to do is 
to open a bank account at school through the 
“School Money” Bank, collect a raffle ticket and be 
entered into the prize draw. The raffle will run until 
the 31st January 2009  and the prize will be given 
out in a school assembly. Anyone who has already 
opened an account will need to come and collect 
their raffle ticket from the Nat West Bankers on a 
Wednesday lunchtime, bringing along their paying 
in book  as proof the account has been opened.  If 
anyone has any questions regarding the school 
bank they can contact the Nat West bankers named 
above or Mr Ball, Mrs Mott or Kate Nichols at school.  
 
Drama News 
Occasionally it feels important to give special 
recognition to achievement within normal lessons.  
Two Year 9 Drama classes achieved great heights 
this week.  The whole of 9El took huge responsibility 
and worked unaided and with great purpose in 
groups, devising at a high level for an hour.  9Mc 
produced an hour of breathtaking creativity working 
in a physical theatre style, James Hall and Shaun 
Staff’s moped journey performance, for instance, will 
live long in the memory.                                               
Mr. Pearson                                                                               
                                                                                                   
Library News 
Booktrust Free Books  
With perfect timing we were able to give every Year 
7 student their free book in the last assembly before 
the half term holiday; so they all had something 
great to read on those wet days! Students made 
their own choice from a selection of 12 excellent 
books offered by ‘Booktrust’ (the charity that also 
gives free books to babies and toddlers). All 12 titles 
are available to borrow from the school library, so 
why not see how many you can read? 
 
National Children’s Book Week 
Extra tables were brought in and all available space 
was used to display a huge selection of brilliant 
books to celebrate National Children’s Book Week. 
All Year 7 students were given expert advice and 
inspiration for choosing excellent books by Marilyn 
Brocklehurst who runs the Norfolk Children’s Book 
Centre in Alby. Other students were able to look and 
buy during break and lunch and of course make 
suggestions for Library stock. If you are out that way 
call in for a cuppa and a very warm welcome; a good 
place to start your Christmas shopping!                                          
Mrs. Gillham 

 
Situations Vacant 
A Relief Catering Assistant is required for the School 
Kitchen to cover staff absence.  Please contact the 
School for further details. 
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Sports News 
U13 Girls Area 7-a-side Hockey Tournament: 
 
V Old Buckenham   W 4-0 
V Diss                      W2-0 
V Hartismere            W4-0 
V Wymondham College  D0-0 
V Wayland   W3-0 
 
WINNERS! – Well done! 
 
The winning team were:  Holly Baker (C), Olivia Zarkos-
Smith, Francesca Eaves, Laura Davidson, Catherine 
Kilbourn, Kira Wooltorton, Stephanie Griffin, Charlotte 
Griffin, Holly Smith.  
Mrs. McAllen 
 
Important information about your local school 
nursing service 
The school nursing service is a confidential health 
service available to provide support and advice to school 
age children and their families on a whole range of 
health issues. We provide a service to primary and 
secondary aged children for the following:- 

·  Writing health care plans for children with a 
health issue that impacts on school life (e.g. 
severe allergies, diabetes, epilepsy) and training 
school staff to manage these issues. 

·  Bedwetting/ Soiling 
·  Growth concerns 
·  Hearing concerns 
·  Vision testing (up to age 7). After this age we 

recommend all children receive free vision 
checks at an optician. 

·  Mental/Emotional  health support 
·  Behaviour management 
·  Health Promotion 
·  Confidential advice to high school pupils 
·  Sexual health advice (including puberty 

concerns / relationship issues) 
·  Bereavement support 

We work closely with schools and other agencies to 
ensure concerns are managed appropriately. The team 
that provides a service to your child’s school is based at: 
Long Stratton Health Centre, Flowerpot Lane, Long 
Stratton. NR15 2TS 
Tel. 01508 531175. 
 
We accept referrals from parents and young people (in 
High Schools). To make a referral to the team please 
complete a referral form available from the school and 
send it to the above address or contact us by phone for 
advice. 
 

 
 
 
 
Crashed but not Crushed! 
This is a chance to experience crashing a car - 
being cut out of it – but without the pain! 
 
Friday, 21st November 2008 7.00 – 9.00 pm 
Bullock Fair Car Park. 
 
Be ‘crashed’ in a car and cut out by the Fire 
Service 
Take a look inside the fastest Police car 
Get the chance to try a skid simulator (date to be 
arranged) 
And much more! 
This event has been organised by South Norfolk 
Council and is free entry, refreshments will be 
provided. 
 

 
 

 
TERM DATES 
Unfortunately, two of the term dates printed in the  
front of the School Diary are incorrect.  The end o f 
the Autumn Term is Friday, 19 th December 2008 and  
not Monday, 22 nd December 2008.  The beginning of 
the Summer Term is Monday, 20 th April 2009 and not 
Monday, 12 th April 2009.  The correct term dates are 
shown below. 

Year 2008-2009 
Autumn Term 2008 : Tuesday 2nd September 
(Monday Staff INSET) to Friday 19th December 2008 
Half Term  – Monday 27th to Friday 31st October 2008 
Spring Term : Monday 5th January to Friday 3rd April 
2009 
Half Term : Monday 16th to Friday 20th February 2009 
Summer Term : Monday 20th April to Friday 17th July 
2009 
Half Term : Monday 25th to Friday 29th May 2009 
INSET DAYS: school closed for students, but open 
for staff: 
Monday 20th April 2009  
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